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In response to recent actions within the industry, the Harness Horse Youth 

Foundation is compelled to reinforce our position regarding the impor-

tance of young people’s access to all facets of harness racing.

 1) HHYF believes that harness racing needs young people – 

as potential fans and upcoming horse persons and as innovative thinkers as 

they become more involved;

 2) HHYF believes that young people need to be able to get 

up close to the horses, whether it be at training centers, on breeding 

farms, in the grandstand, in press boxes, or attending races with their own 

horses. The horses and action provide the best catalyst for further interest; 

without access, interest will wane quickly.

 3) HHYF knows that young people benefit from exposure to 

harness racing. With hands-on experiences, they learn important life skills 

as well as hopefully sparking interest in certain areas of the business.

 4) HHYF knows that harness racing benefits from youth     

involvement by cultivating multi-generational interest which helps to 

grow the industry.

HHYF has been working to introduce young people and their families 

about harness racing for 43 years. Please join us as we continue our       

educational efforts by advocating full opportunities – our future depends 

on it.

Respectfully,

Adam Bowden, HHYF President; Corey Callahan, HHYF Vice President; 

Allison Conte, HHYF Secretary; Ellen Taylor, HHYF Executive Director

Website: www.hhyf.org
Phone: 317.908.0029

Follow us on social media
Facebook @Harness Horse 
Youth Foundation 
Instagram @Harness Horse 
Youth Foundation
Twitter @HHYFexperience
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Less than 12 hours after his plane landed in Indianapolis, Bob Lasky, our new truck 

driver, took off to pick up jog carts in Goshen and horses in the Delaware area 

and was back to Bucyrus in time for the first camp! Summer assistant Katie Eick 

and HHYF graduate Hannah Hassan rounded out the human team as “the 2019 

Ohio Grand Tour.” HHYF made quick stops at Bucyrus, Van Wert, Greenville, and 

Marysville to begin our summer. As usual, it took little time for the “regulars” 

CD’s Miss M, Ima’s Hit, I Want Another and Royal Attire to fall into their routine. 

Newcomer L & S Golden Cherokee KC’s wasn’t sure of what was expected but 

she is only 3 years old.  Thanks to the patience of her spring conditioners (Andrew, 

Shannon, and Ethan Stafford) along with some extra TLC from Katie, she began 

to enjoy most aspects of her new career. (We think her favorite part is bath time!)

OHIO GRAND TOUR
2019 IN REVIEW
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After  pac k ing  up  in  Marysv i l l e, Bob  and  Kat ie   
ventured  on  to  Har r ington  Raceway  for  the  f i r s t 
o f  the  newly  for mat ted  3-day  events. The  s ix  par -
t i c ipant s  had  a  good t ime lear n ing  and  making  new 
f r iends  ( r umor  has  i t  that  h ide-n-seek  was  the  game 
o f  c ho ice  dur ing  t ime in  the  po l i ce  dor ms) .   With 
no  prog rams  sc heduled  for  a  couple  o f  weeks  a f ter 

Har r ington, wi th  many  thanks  to  Karen  Cra f t  and 
the  Raceway, Kat ie  and  the  hor ses  l ayed  over  there. 
They  used  the  equ i s i zor  whee l , jogged  on  the  f ront 
and  bac k  t rac ks , were  dewor med and  reshod  and 
the  new tr uc k  had  i t s  f i r s t  o i l  c hange. But  soon  i t 
was  t ime to  head  to  Virg in ia  for  two 1-day  camps 
whic h  were  wel l -at tended.

With the excitement and anticipation building as is usual 

for the Leadership Program, the staff and horses headed to    

Goshen Historic Track. With the new concept of exhibitions 

at Leadership (and thus the lucky Meadowlands invitees be-

ing selected from the Leadership participants), it was a great 

week of activity. A field trip to Cameo Hills Farm, visits 

from the equine dentist and trainer Ray Schnittker, a guid-

ed tour of the Harness Racing Museum and trip to the gift 

shop, as well as the opportunity to gate school individually 

with Brian Connor were special highlights up until race day.  

Families were invited for exhibitions and were entertained 

by announcer Ross Cohen and color commentary by Bob 

Heyden.  The rain right at post time did not diminish the 

participants’ enthusiasm though it did make for some muddy 

colors and two-bucket baths.

Many thanks to the Meadows for including HHYF in 
their Dr ivers Char ity Challenge!

Katie and the stable then headed to Katie’s home turf in central 
New Jersey.

HARRINGTON RACEWAY, DE

SHENANDOAH DOWNS, VA GOSHEN HISTORIC TRACK, NY

GAITWAY FARM, NJ

MEADOWS, PA
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After  a  quick night’s  rest  a f ter  Hambo fest iv i t ies, 
the HHYF crew was up ear ly  and loaded the r ig  to 
travel  on to Wilkes  Bar re for  another  3-day event. 

The f inal  event  for  the summer with a l l  the s table 
member s  together  was  a  v is i t  f rom the Old Suf folk 
Pony Club a l l  the way from Long Is land. 

Four  l uc ky  young  peop le  were  c hosen  fo r  t he  annu-
a l  Meadowlands  Inv i t a t i ona l .  Genna  Ker l i n  (d r i v -
ing  Roya l  A t t i re  and  a s s i s t ed  by  Dexte r  Dunn) , 
Pa i ge  Kop iec  (d r i v ing  I  Want  Another  and  a s s i s t ed 

by  Dav id  Mi l l e r ) , Co l l i n  Young  (dr i v ing  by  Ima ’s 
H i t  and  a s s i s t ed  by  Corey  Ca l l ahan ) , and  Dedr i c k 
S ander s  (d r i v ing  CD’s  Mi s s  M and  a s s i s t ed  by  T im 
Te t r i c k )  comple ted  the  ve r y  compet i t i ve  f i e ld .

Prior to the arrival of the HHYF participants in the afternoon, 
Katie had the opportunity to speak with students from the 

Clyde Hirt Journalism Workshop. They got a quick look “be-
hind the scenes” in the barn and a lap around the Big M track.

THE MEADOWLANDS, NJ

@tetrickracing My 
#Hambo19 highlight 

was the opportunity to 
co-pilot with Dedrick 
Sanders in the 2019 

HHYF Annual Invitational 
at Meadowlands Racetrack

THE DOWNS AT MOHEGAN SUN POCONO, PA
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HHYF attended Fayette Fest 

at the Red Mile on KY Sires 

Stakes Final Day. Special guest 

Royal Attire along with HHYF       

graduate AJ Wright and 2018 

Curt Greene Scholarship re-

cipient Hanna Darrow assisted 

with the day’s activities.

FAYETTE FEST/RED MILE, KY

HOOSIER PARK, IN
A l w ay s  a  s e a s o n  h i g h l i g h t ,  t h e  A n d e r s o n           
Community Schools 4th grade f ield tr ip -  this  year, 
more than 550 kids and teachers par ticipated!  

On Community night, HHYF accepted a generous 
check from General Manager Rick More!
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EVEN OUR 
STAFF HAS 

FUN

OPEN SPACE PACE, NJ
HHYF trustee Olivia Kimelman and graduates in the area joined forces for Open Space Pace in Freehold and graciously accepted the donation check.

Photo credits: Katie Eick, Dean Gillette, Lisa Photo, Linscott Photography, Olivia Kimelman, Sally Schaffer, Jennifer Starr, Chris Tully

K a t i e  E i c k , 

r e t u r n i n g  a s 

s u m m e r 

a s s i s t a n t  f o r 

h e r  f o u r t h 

y e a r,  h a d  f u n 

w i t h  R oy a l   

A t t i r e  a n d  e v e n 

g o t  t o  r i d e 

H o m e r !
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2019 HHYF 
SUMMER PROGRAM SPONSORS

WIN LEVEL SPONSORS

PLACE LEVEL SPONSOR

MORE SUPPORTERS & GIFTS IN KIND
US Trotting Association, OH Harness Horsemen’s Association, NYS Ag & Breeding Development 
Fund, Burke Racing LLC, Cameo Hills Farm, Fair Winds Farm, The Meadowlands, Tioga Downs,                 
Vernon Downs, Ada Jean Ackerman, Brandon Bates, Dean Vandervort, Chris Wittstruck, Albert Equine 
Dental, Big Dee’s, Embroidery Unlimited, Mark Ford Training Center, World Wide Pedigrees

STABLE SPONSORS & CONDITIONERS

Jim & 
Georgia 
Simpson

Val D’or 
Farms

Joe Asher/
Chris 

McErlean

Andrew 
Stafford 
Stable

Dylan 
Davis 
Stable

Emily 
Hay 

Stable

Kris 
Hinchcliff 

Stable

Jason 
Skinner 
Stable

Wyatt 
Starkey
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DONATE
PLEASE

HHYF relies heavily on public suppor t for al l 

of  our programs. Please consider a donation. 

Your assistance will  help to make sure young 

people are g iven the oppor tunity to get hands-

on exper ience with harness racing and horses! 

HHYF i s  a  501  c  3  publ i c  cha r i t y. Your  donat i on  i s  t ax  d educ t i b l e  a s  a l l owabl e  by  l aw.

I wish to donate $50__ $100__ $250__ other:_____________ 

Please contact me about 2020 sponsorship opportunities___

Name: _____________________________________________________________

Phone: ________________________ Email: ______________________________

Address: ________________________ City ____________ State:  ____ Zip:  ______

Email (for newsletter signup): _________________________________________________

Return this along with your check to HHYF, 2711 Friar Tuck Road, Anderson IN 46013 
or you may make a donation via PayPal from our website www.hhyf.org. 

Thank you!8


